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Walkway

Location
Rotokare is located just 12km east of Eltham in
central Taranaki.

Rotokare
Sanctuary

Sangster Road





Picnic Area &
Boat Ramp

Walkway
Distance: 4km, allow 1.5–2hrs
The walking track weaves in and out of bush,
whilst following the lake edge. Stop to admire
views, check out towering pukatea trees and
view native fish in the streams.
Lake
The lake, a popular spot for waterskiing, is open
to powered boats from December through
to April. Rotokare is also a great place to take
canoes and kayaks all year round. Large grassy
picnic areas are very accessible and have an
open view across the lake and surrounding bush.
Are you a boatie at Rotokare?
We can supply free traps and bait stations for your
boat shed, your support is greatly appreciated!
Contact us now.

Free entry | open at all times
How you can help Rotokare Scenic Reserve:
We run regular working bees every sunday from 9am. Bring water
and sturdy footwear. The working bee finishes around midday,
lunch supplied. For more details email contact@rotokare.org.nz .
You can also help by making a donation which would be
gratefully received. Donations qualify for a 33.5% rebate from
Inland Revenue Department (please check IRD website for
details). Download a sponsorship form from our website.

A community-led sanctuary project

Rotokare Sanctuary
Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust | PO Box 33, Eltham 4353
p 06 764 8500 | e contact@rotokare.org.nz
www.rotokare.org.nz

Environmental Educator
for educational enquiries please email educator@rotokare.org.nz

Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust welcomes
new volunteers, donations and sponsorship.

www.rotokare.org.nz

A specially designed predator-proof fence now circles
the 8.2km reserve perimeter, acting as a barrier to pests
immigrating from surrounding farmland. The fence is
designed to keep out all species from cats and possums,
to rats and baby mice. The fence is currently the most
sustainable method of controlling pests, allowing an ability
for complete ecosystem restoration.

Rotokare provides an
opportunity to bring
back many species
extinct from Taranaki

Education - Our Facilities
On site education centre, with an Historical classroom: A fun
interactive space with museum type displays, scientific
equipment, and resources.
.
• Kitchen facilities • Toilets including
a disabled toilet
• Private courtyard for breaks and lunch and picnic tables along
the lake edge. • Fantastic 4km walkway around the lake with
the first 600 metres up to wheelchair standard.

What can
you do to
help?

Education
Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust
offers an exciting environmental
education programme to schools.
This hands-on and inspirational
experience is fully linked to the
school curriculum. It is delivered
in both our historic classroom and
the outdoor environment by an
experienced educator.
Other group opportunities are
also available by request. Please
contact us for more information,
bookings are essential.
A small cost applies to our
education programmes, please
contact educator@rotokare.org.nz
for further information.

Protect

Rotokare is the
largest fenced
natural wetland in
New Zealand

An aerial and ground pest
eradication operation
continues to keep the
area free of pests. A
completely pest-free area
will allow vegetation to
recover without browsing
pressure, existing fauna to
breed successfully in an
environment free from exotic predators, and provide
a safe habitat for translocation of endangered species
such as saddleback, stitchbird and kiwi to Rotokare.

Photo credit: B Hartley, E Smith,
Rotokare ScenicReserve Trust

Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust was formed
in 2004 by a group of locals concerned
that the habitat at Rotokare was in a state
of decline. Members of the public became
involved as volunteers and sponsors of
an intensive pest trapping programme.
This was highly successful in
eradicating well over 4,000 pests.

The Future

The Sanctuary Project

Rotokare Scenic Reserve is a stunning 230
hectare forested hill-country catchment,
extensive wetlands and 17.8 ha natural
lake. Mature tawa, rewarewa and mahoe
dominated forest is home to tui, bellbird,
keruru, grey warbler, and North Island robin,
plus a variety of other bird species. The lake
edge habitat consists of raupo, flax, and
pukatea/kahikatea swamp forest – home
to notable fauna such as fernbird, spotless
crake, also eels and banded kokopu in the
streams and lake.

✓
✓

Check your vehicle or boat for
rodents before entering
Leave pets at home

✓

Pack bags on the day you leave
for Rotokare

✓

Report sightings of pests inside
the fence

✓
✓

Pass on these messages
TAKE ONLY PHOTGRAPHS, LEAVE
ONLY FOOTPRINTS

